greater in the fracture group. We suggest that this is a predisposing factor for dislocation.
Primary
total hip replacement has been advocated for treatment of displaced subcapital fracture of the femur. Although initial results were encouraging, dislocation of the prosthetic hip, which occurs in about 10% of cases, is a significant problem in the early postoperative period (Table  I ). In contrast, the incidence of dislocation following hip replacement for arthritis is only 1.5% (Charnley 1972 GreenoughandJones(l988) 37 8 
